
mmBMMEM 


SPACE FICTION ADVENTURE IN PICTURES No. 37 
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THE HISTORY OF / 

STAR TRAVEL WAS ' , 

WRITTEN IN THE BLOOD OF THE 

MANY WARS THAT HAD BURNED 

AND RAVAGED THEIR WAYS ACROSS THE 

GALAXY. TO MAKE A STRONG. LASTING PEACE 

WAS THE AMBITION OF THE MEN OF EARTH. AND SO THEY 

DESIGNED AND BUILT THEIR PEACEMAKER, THE ULTIMATE 

DETERRENT—THEY CALLED IT THE PLANET CRACKER. 
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THE DERELICT PLANET, THARS, WAS THE CHOSEN TARGET 


ALL CONDITIONS AREA-OK 
CAPTAIN. 


I WI5H TO SPEAK TO THE AMBASSADORS FIRST 
THEM ON SCREEN. 


PATCH 
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THE DOOMSDAY GUN WAS BUILT AS THE ULTIMATE 
- DETERRENT—!T IS OUR HOPE, WHENYOU HAVE - 
WITNESSED THIS TESTING, THAT WE ALL DECIDE TO 


STOP THE FIRING! WE HAVE A POWER SURGE FEEDING INTO 
- - --T THE GUN'S ENERGY BANK! TS : 
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FIFTY THOUSAND MILES AWAY THE PLANET, THARS, DISINTEGRATED 


WHAT'5 HAPPENED, CONTROLLER? 


J I DON'T KNOW, SIR! A POWER SURGE U. 
FROM SOMEWHERE WENT INTO THE GUN A 
MICRO-SECOND BEFORE F1RING! BUT THE 
'TGUN IS UNDAMAGED AND THE TARGET ƒ 
T'WL COMPLETELY DESTROYED. V 
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BUT EVEN AS THE CAPTAIN SPOKE THE GREAT SHIP CONVULSED UNDER THE SHOCK OF 
A TREMENDOUS EXPLOSION. 1! ƒ \ MËHHII/IUmilülL 
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THE PRIMARY WARP 
DRIVE HAS BLOWN! 


STATUS CHECK ON 
ALL SYSTEMS! FAST! 


r WE'RE LOSING PREGSURE, CAPTAIN! ALL * 
THE SAFETY LOCKS AND AUTO-SEALS HAVE 
-TT”7 MELTED OUT! TT- 


IAUNCH DAMAGE CONTROL AND 
r SEND ROBOT SEALING UNITS IN ' 
"1 77—T THERE! V 1 ƒ ^ 
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INSIDE THE SHIP, ROBOTS RACED FORWARD TO SEAL THE DAMAGE WITH FOAM 

steel sprays. 


OUT OF A RESCUE LOCK 


S! LET'S GET TOPSIDE 
FUEL BANKS BURST! ] 
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THE 5HIPS MOVED IN SPRAYING THE SHATTERED STRUCTURE WITH STEEL FOAM THAT 


SET INSTANTLY INTO A PRESSURE-TIGHT SKIN 
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HOLD 5PRAYING. I SEE SOMETHING MOVING 
T Tl DOWN THERE! I'M GOING IN! 


WHATISIT. SARGE? 


m THUNDER! U'S A LOUSE 1 
BOMB AND irs CRAWLING 
K TO THE 5 BANK! 
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SECONDS LATER TORM WAS OUT OF HIS FOAMER AND DIVING FOR THE DEADLY 
BOMB AS IT SCUTTLED TOWARDS ITS TARGET. 


I CAN'T FLY AND HOLD THIS THING! 
' COME AND GET ME OUT OF HERE! 
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F!ND SOME SPACE, DARTH, THIS THtNG'S 

mamm making me restless. 3 ] 
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IT WAS ONE OF OUR OWN LOUSE 
• BOMBS, SIR, AND IT'SMYGUESS ‘ 
THAT THE WARP ENGINE WAS ALSO 
JTBLOWN UP WITH THEM! THERE'S J 
liBr A SABOTEUR ON BOARD! T3$S 


BUT ALL MY CREW HAVE A TRIPLE ’ A ' SECURITY 
' T CLEARANCE—SO WHO IS IT? T 
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EVEN AS THE CAPTAIN SPOKE, A CONTROLLER YELLED AN ALARM 


CAPTAIN! WE HAVE A 
PROBLEM! A BIG ONE! 


NAAAE IT, SOLDIER! 


THE ENERGY BOLT DIDN'T STOP! INSTEAD 
IT GENERATED MORE POWER EROM THE 
f EXPLOSION AND CARRIED ON—MORE " 
^ POWERFUL THAN BEFORE! IT WILL 
f DESTROY ANYTHING IT HITS—GAIN 
V MORE POWER AND GO ON AND ON J 
^XFOREVER! EVENTUALLY IT WILL 
SMASH THE UNIVERSE! 


IT WAS THE POWERSüRGEN 
THAT WENT THROUGH THE J 
^ GUN AS IT FIRED! IT 4 
TREBLED THE GUN'S POWER! J 
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■ GET THOSE COMPUTERS WORKING! I WANT I 
INFORMATION ON THE ENERGY BOLT—WHERE 
IT # S GOING AND HOW TO STOP IT! CT 


J IN FORTY EIGHT HOURS THE BOLT WILL FIRST ■ 
DESTROY THE PLANET, ZEROS, IN THE ZERA SOLAR 
SYSTEM. THE BOLT COULD BE STOPPED BY FIRING 
ANOTHER INTO THE APPROACHING BOLT AT 21.5 
—MICRO-SECONDS RANGE. MS®B ffiS 


isO WE JUST HAVE TO TIME WARP IN 
CFRONT OF THE BOLT AND FIRE DOWN 
7 ITS THROAT! 
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THE ZEROS AMBASSADOR WAS ONE 
OF THE OBSERVERS OF THE TEST. EJE 


DUE TO YOUR INCO, 
• PLANET IS DOOMEt 
DESTROYED, THE GA 
7 AS ONE AND CRUS 


WITH THAT WARP ENGINE GONE 
r WE CAN'T WARP THROUGH ^ 
SPACE TO GET IN FRONT OF THE 
ENERGY BOLT IN TIME TO STOP „ 


THAT MEANS WE'VE GOT TO FIX 
BT THE GUN TO ONEOFOUR^B 
p FIGHTERS AND WARP THAT 1 
LTHROUGH. BEFORE WE STARTJ 
£$gn MUST TEIL THE ZE RPS jg g§ 
AM B ASSADORJ^^^ 


WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE 
WE CAN NEGATE THE ENERGY BOLT 
*- BEFORE IT CAN DO ANY HARM, -< 
AMBASSADOR, BUT I SUGGEST YOUR 
r PEOPLE ARE PUT ON A PlANETARY <■ 
EVACUATION ALERT—JUST IN CASE. 
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THE CAPTAIN BLASTED OUT H1S ORDERS. 



GET THE F ASTEST FIGHTER IN OUR 
- HANGARS AND GET THAT GUN ■ 
RIGGED ON !T— MAXIMUM SPEED 
AND SECURITY! YOU, SERGEANT 
^7 WARSON, STAY'WITH MEI 
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THE CREW OF THE STAR KING ' UNMOORED THE GUN AND DRIFTED IT INTO 




























TWOPARSECS LATER THE FINAL RIGGING WAS FINISHED. THE COMPUTERS WERE 


r LIEUTENANT CARLTON AND YOU, SERGEANT ] 
WARSON, WILL WARP THE GUN THROUGH G 
TO !TS CO-ORDINATES, WE HAVE YET TO FIND THE 
SABOTEUR AND I CANNOT TRUST ANYONE ELSE. 
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VOU'LL HAVE A THREE ROBOT CREW 
- TO HELP JU AAP VOU THROUGH THE * 
TIME-WARP. THEN VOU'LL HAVE TEN 
HOURS TO GET IN POSITION BEFORE 
s T THE BOLT ARRIVÉS. 


YOU'VE GOT ONE SHOT! MISS, AND 1 
THE PLANET ZEROS DIES FIVE MINUTES 
AFTER YOU DO! WE'RE RIGGING OUR 
ONE WARP ENGINE TO FOLLOW YOU, 
[BUI WE CAN'T ARRIVÉ UNTIL AFTERjj 
mm SM THE FIRING. 


THEY'RE BURNED IN MY BRAIN 
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ONCE INSIDE THEY PREPARED FOR THE WARP 


SPACE DISPLACERS ARE OPERATIVE 

-1 SIR.B^^^^! 


WE HAVE GREEN 
ON ALL SYSTEMS. 


AN INVISIBLE WHIRLPOOL OF GRAVITY ENCASED THE SHIP 
BUILDING INTO AN IRRESISTIBLE FORCE THAT SUDDENLY WARPED 
THE SHIP THROUGH THE TIME BARRIER AND ACROSS THE GALAXY. 
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WE'RE IN THE ZEROS SOLAR SYSTEM, 
y BUT WF'RE FOUR SPACIALS FROM -< 
OUR RENDEZVOUS WITH THE ENERGY 
J30LT. OUR E.T.A IS THREE HOURS —■j 
^^IWEA SEVEN 


ITL TA KE TVVO ROBOTS AND CHECK THE GUN 


WILCO, LIEUTENANT 
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ÜHE'S DEAD, AN 

D THERE'S Al 

in 

[RBUST ROBOT! 
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OUITE R'IGHT, SERGEANT. CARLTON WAS 
1 EXPENDABLE, BUT VQU 1 WANT AS MY g 
-1 pRisoNER. 


THEY'VE BEEN SHO 
^AEANSTHE SABOTE 
- 7 BOARDIT 


I ALSO WANT YOU. K.T.. BUT NOT WITH YOUR 
"77/ I GUN ARM! I 
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THE POWER SURGE INTO THE GUN WAS 
^ UNEXPECTED AND OUR PLANS HAVE p 
U ^13 HAD TO BE ALTERED. \~Z^ 


WHAT ISTHIS ALL ABOUT? 


WHO IS YOUR MASTER? 


I WAS PLANTED ON THE ' STAR 
KING ' TO DESTROY IT SO THAT 
MY MASTER COULD TAKE THE 
I PLANET CRACKER.I- 


YOU'Ll SOON FIND OUT. HE IS COMING 
r NOW TO RICK US UP! Egg^E 
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THE MYSTERY SHIP DRIFTED INTO POSITION AND ITS BOW OPENED TO SWALLOW TORM 


£~a DOES THIS SNIPJE. 
LOOK FAM1LIAR, KATY? 


YES, TORM. IT WAS AT THE TEST. IT IS THE ZEROS 
-1 AMBASSADOR'S. [ 
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I HAVE THE GUN! YOU HAVE DONE 
WELL. AS SOON AS THE BOLT HAS 
’ DESTROYED ZEROS l'LL HAVE THE J 
/7 EXCUSE TO DESTROY ËARTH.W 


BUT THEY ARE YOUR PEOPLE! 


ZEROS IS THE CAPITAL V 
PLANET- MY CREW AND I 
COME EROM ZERON, ONE 
OF THE OTHER PLANETS IN 
THE SYSTEM! y— 


l'Ll RULE THI5 SOLAR SYSTEM AND THEN TH O 
OALAXY QNCE THE SECRET OF THE PLANET CRACKER IS 
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SIR! WE CAN'T UNSHIP THE GUN! U'S BEEN MULTI 
T BOOBYTRAPPED TO A NUCLEAR DEVICE. WE . 
[DARt NOT TOUCH IT UNTIL THE CORRECT CODE 
T HAS BEEN FED INTO IT! 1 **5*? 


HEIL KNOW WHAT IT IS! TAKE HIM AND FIND OUT jjfrj 


^ TOUICKLY! AND DE-ACT1VATE THAT ROBOT 
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TORM WAS DRAGGED AWAY AND LINKED TO A MACHINE 


TORM CONVULSED WITH PAIN AS THE 
MACHINE ACTIVATED. 


HOW DO WE FIRE THE GUN SAFELY? 


'Jl THERE IS A CODE TAPE TO . . . RELEASE J 
BOOBYTRAP . . . AND PROGRAMME FIRING 

r seouence...} 1 


IT . . . IT. . . IT'S IN BRITAIN! 























TORM PAS5ED OUT 


HE'LL HAVE TO REST FOR A FEW HOURS 


REPORT WHEN HE 
'/ERS CONSCIOUS 
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rVE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE BEFORE THEY 
QUESTION ME AGAIN. BIJT HOW? THAT'S 
( A LASER-WEB DOOR—IT D CUT ME INTO / 
ML MEAT CUBES IF I DIVED THROUGH! X 
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_JHEV! WHAT 14 
ARE YOU DOING? 


NOW, IF I CAN REFLECT THE BEAM ON TO THAI CONTROL 
BOX WITH THE OTHER BADGE . . . ^ 


l'M BUSTING OUT. 


stüi^r c-^iÊ 
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TORM AIMED THE BEAM AT THE DOOR CONTROLS OPPOSITE HIS CELL 


HE'S ONLY GOT A PARALYSER! STILL.J 
MITS BETTER 1HAN NOTHING.T^ 
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INSIDE ANOTHER CELL WAS 1HE DEACTIVATED FIGURE OF K. T 


THAT'S WHAT I CALl A BIT OF LUCK! HE'S 
JUST THE GUY I NEED TO HELP ME ESCAPE 


MINUTES LATER THEY WERE OUT OF THE CELL BLOCK AND SEARCHING FOR THE PLANETCRACKER 


I HATE TO SAY IT BUT TM LOST. ANY 
IDEAS WHICH WAY WE GO, KATY?^ 


□ TOWARDS THOSE LU 
SOLDIERS OFSLIGOrS! 















W SHOOT WITHCARE. WE ■ 
NEED THE EARTHMAN ALIVE! 


; IN HERE, KATY. 
SEAL THE DOOR! 


I THINK MAYBE WE CAN GAIN MORE TIME 
~1 THAN THAT. OPEN THE DOOR AGAIN! F 

























































ARE VOU CRAZY? 


r —I NO. WITH 


THIS jL 
I CAN DEFEAf THEM 












37 





THESE ARE THE ENERGY BANKS SO 1 
WE MUST BE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE f 

- — snip. rnrTianr» 


WHICH WAY DO WE GO? 


PERHAPS THIS UNWARY CREATURE 
- I WILL TELL US! F”' 7 ^ 
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THAT WAY ... I SWEAR! 


HE POINTED THAT WAY . . . SO WE'Ll GO THE 
"T71 r OTHER WAY T - 1 - 
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IT GOES STRAIGHT TO THE FORWARD DOCKING 


A SUDDEN FUSIIADE OF ELECTRON SHOTS BLAZED OUT 


mi HURRY, MY FRIEND! HB 
THE ZERONS ARE UPON US! 

























40 



agggSsMSSS 


THE LINEAR SHUTTLE HURTLED DOWN THE TUNNEL AND AWAY FROM THE PURSUING ZERONS 


ARE YOU DAMAGED, KATY? 


I NO. THEIR GUNS WERE SET AT MINIMUM POWER. BUT I I 
THINKMORE ZERO NS WILL BE AWAITING OUR ARRIVAL AT 

THE OTHER END. . . . 


THE TRANSPARENÏ METAL AND STEEL READ OF THEHl 
SHUTTLED SHATTERED UNDER THE TORTANIUM FIST OF 
THE ROBOT. yr /MM 


/ TOO TRUE! SO WE'D BETTER 1 
fGET OFF BEFORE THEN. RIP THE 
V ~TBACK OFF THIS WAGON! m 
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AS THE SHUTTLE BEGAN TO DECEllERATE, K.T. AND TORM LEAPTINTO THE TUNNEL 


DON'T LET THEM ESCAPE! GET IN THEREAND 
l-Ë I f CAPTURE THE EARTHLING! IgljHjggg 
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U'S EMPTY! THEY GOT OUT AT THE 8ACK! 


THIS WAY, THEY'VE BROKEN THROUGH INTO 
ITHEMAINTENANCE TUNNEL. THERE'S NOT 
ÏWfflBBL escape from herei mm y-j fflf 
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' BUT RULE IT THEY WILL IF WE CAN'T GET 
S “TOUR GUN-5HIP OUT OF HERE.JT^ 


UNCHALLENGED THEY LEFT THE TUNNEL M 


THE HANGARS! THERE WILL BE 
^[MANYZERONS IN THERE. ff 


r VVE'LL MAKE A DASH FOR THE GUN- l 
SHIP—THEY WON'T RISK SHOOTING AT 
IT IN CASE THEY SET OFF THE NUCLEAR 
*-T BOOBYTRAPS. 1 ' 
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ZERONSONOUR LEFT! 


LEAVETHEM TOMÉ! 


0LJ GET THE GUNS! THERE 2 _ 

ARE MORE OF THEM COMING! 
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J TH£Y STILL DARE NOïl 
USE FUIL POWER, TORM 


YEAH. BUT WE CAN' 


















MOVE THIS ZERON JUNK OUT OF THE WAV SO WE CAN 
l^GET OUT OF HERE BEFORE SlIGOT SHOWS UP WITH £ 
V SOMETHING WE CAN'T HANDLE. «71YJ-g 
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PM 


AS TORM MADE FOR THE HATCH A SINISTER 
FIGURE APPEARED. ; 


SERGEANT. I HAVE BEEN 
■ WAITING FOR YOU! ■ 


NOW YOUR ADVENTURES END 
HERE WITH JUST ONE SHOT AT 

■wm*m stun powerii-^ 


l'D FORGOTTEN 
r ABOUT YOU! J 






THANKS, KATY! THAT WAS A CLOSE 
^SHAVE. NOW LET'S GET OUT OF £ 

r here! y-~- 


ONE MOMENT. THIS METAL CARRtON HAS 
’V| SOMETHING I NEED. - 1 
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INTO THE 5HIP! I 
[ HEAR ZERONST 
fef COMING! r 


NOW I AM FULLY 
J OPERATIONAL! { 


BLOW IT OPEN WITH THE 
r FORWARD CANNON! ïj 
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WE MADE IT, TORM! 


r HOW AMJCH TIME HAVE ] 
WE GOT TO RENDEZVOUS 
WITH THE ENERGY BOLT?, 
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[ THEN WE SHOULD JUST MAKE IT IN TIME. 
EVEN WITH A ZERON SHIP FOLLOWING US 


HE'lt NEVER CATlH US IN TIME. HE'S TOO SlOW 
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THEN TORM WATCHED IN DISMAY AS THREE SHAPES SPLIT AWAY FROM SLIGOT'S SHIP 


FIGHTER PO OS! SO THAT'S HOW HE WAS GOING TO 
TAKE OVER the ' STAR KING!' 










53 



THE FIGHTERS CHASED TORM THROUGH THE SOUNDLESS VACUUM OF 5PACE 


I THINK IT IS THEIR INTENTION TO 
SSB HERO US WITH THE SHIPS. SB 


THEN WE'LL TEACH THEM TO KEEP 
[THEIR HANDS OFF US! 180DEGJ 
TURN—NOW. 


DO N OT SHOOT! SCATTER 
^orr BEFORE HE . .. 'WMËÉ 
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THEY KNOW THE GUN HAS TO BE IN THE RIGHT 
POSITION AT THE RIGHT TIME. THEY'LL MOVE IN 
V/HEN THEY THINK THE GUN'S READY TO FIRE 

v ’ q and we're stationary. 




























THIS IS THE BRITAIN I MEANT—THE 
NAME OF THE COUNTRY THAT ^ 
MANUFACTURED THE CONSOLE.) 


TAPE? 


THE ZERONS RELENTLESSLY PURSUED 
TORM AND K.T., ALWAYS OUT OF RANGE, 
BUT READY TO STRIKE. 


THE MAN 


TORM PEELED THE ' MADE IN BRITAIN ' 
TAPE FROM THE PANEL AND FED IT 
INTO THE GUN CONTROL SYSTEM. 


f IT'S NOW READY TO FIRE. THE ■ 
^ NUCLEAR BOMBS ARE < 
NEUTRALISED AND THE SHIP AND] 
• GUN ARE ON FULL AUTOMATIC.v 
THE SHIP'S LOCKED IN POSITION ^ 
COME WHATMAY AND THERE'S ) 
k NOTHING LEFT FOR US TO DO. J 


THE TIME HAS COME TO ARM THE 
GUN, TORM. HAVE YOU THE CODE 
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LOOK AT THE AFT SCREEN, TORM. THE ZERONS 
ARE MOVING IN FOR THE KILL ON BATTLEBIKES. 


THERE'S NO WAY OF STOPPING 
■H THEM FROM IN HERE. 'HTS 


WE'LL HAVE TO GO SPACE-SIDE AND FIGHT THEM OFF 
^|TILTh^(^^i||j^GRABA RAPIC> FIRING MI SSIUE 
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BEFORE THE FIRST ZERON BATTLEBIKES HAD REACHED THE GUN-SHIP, TOfiM WAS IN ACTION 


__L THEY'RE COMING FROM ALL m 
ANGLES. WATCH THE SIDES, KATY! 


WE'RE THINNING THEM OUT A BIT! 


MORE HAVE LANDED BEHIND US 
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JTHERE ARE TOO MANY, I 
TORM. INEED YOUR HELP! 


WE CAN'T HOLD THIS LOT OFF 


J I HAVE BEEN DAMAGED. L 
AGAIN I LOSE MY GUN ARM 
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BUT THAT SECOND AN ALARM BUZZER 
SOUNDED IN TORM'S EAR. MfiSllUlffll 


WHAT ABLAST! 


janna *® 1 
















RIGHT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE BOLT, 5PLITTING IT AND SCATTERING ITS POWER! 
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HOURS LATER TORM REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS 


I FEEl AS IF l'VE BEEN SCRAMBLED. WE DID IT, KATY 

II— I 1 H llll WE DID IT! 'BgMMB W i at W M* .■ 


THE SECONDARY RADIATIONl HAS KILLED MY 
LOCOMOTORY CIRCUITS. I CANNOTMOVE. 
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ITHEY WILL BE TOO LATE. SLIGOT'S SHIPl 
IS HERE! HE WILL GET THE GUN AT LAST! 


TORM SWITCHED OFF THE GRAVITY PANELS IN HIS BOOTS AND LEAPT AWAY FROM THE 


HE'S WELCOME TO IT! NOW LET'S GET OUT 
y j f OF HERE ON THAT BIKE. 
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WITH THE DOCKING HANGAR SMA5HED THE ZERON5 HAD TO USE A DOCKING 


WE'VE DETECED THE EARTHMAN AND 
^THE ROBOIMN SPACE. DO WE KILLj 









CAN WE FIRE IT NOW? 


SLIGOT'S TURNING THE SHIP. HE'S GOING TO BLAST THE 
I ' STAR KING ' AS IT WARPS IN! 


I GUESS THAT'S WHAT HE'S GOING 

HMIIHIÏ TO DO! lll-yillll 


GOODBYE, EARTH VERMIN! 
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WHAT HAS HAPPENED? 











TORM AND K.T. WERE PICKED UP BY THE ' STAR KING ' AND TORM MADFHIS REPORT 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN NOW, CAPTAIN? 


THAT WAS PROBABLY THE FIRST AND LAST PLANET CRACKER WE SHALL 
BUILD. THE GALACTIC NATIONS KNOW WE HAVE THE TECH NOLOGY— 
MHV AND THAT KNOWLEDGE IS THE REAL DETERRENT! Wm -?> 


Printed and Published in Great Britain by D.C. THOMSON & CO. LTD., 
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joirv THE TREK 


IT’S ON SALE IN YOUR 
NEWSAGENT’S NOW 








The first space probe to be sent to the planet Jupiter was Pioneer 10. It 


was 

launched by the Americans in March 1972 and flew past the planet in December 
1973 at a speed of nearly 100,000 m.p.h. The first close-up photos of Jupiter 
were returned to Earth. Here is an artist's impression of the Pioneer fly past. 
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